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DR. C, S. CHASE, CLASS '74,. 
G.ENTLEMEN of the Bachelor Debating So-ciety, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The present moment is one crowded 
with rapidly recurring memories of many 
happy hours spent in this goodly place. One 
who has long been absent from scenes once so 
familiar can scarcely repress the emotions the 
poet must have felt who exclaimed : 
How dear to my heart are the scenes of my childhood 
When fond recollections present them to view. 
I meet as I walk these dear old halls once 
more many a face once familiar but now mark-
ed with evidences of advancing years. I meet 
again, and again .am permitted to greet him 
the strength and vigol' of whose earnest life 
were so laru:ely expended· in laying firm the 
foundations of this, one of the first institutions 
of industrial education in all our land. A full 
score of years mark the rounded measure of 
faithful endeavor. 'l'his sple11did and justly 
celebrated college attests in its founding the 
successful: achievement. To its first distinguish-
ed and now honored ex-president its alumni 
and former students can and do pa.use mid the ac-
tivities of busy lives to send their hearty saln-
tations and godspeeds that years, alas ! all too 
rapidly lengthening, may yet be meted out to 
him in abundant measure. And again, we who 
are buffetting the waves as we stem the tide of 
human affairs, have observed also and noted 
with pleasure that the name and fame of our 
alma mater have lost none of their prestine 
vigor under her present excellent management. 
With the same firm hand to guide and the same 
clear judgment to mark out her course, her fut-
ure is as certain as her past is assured. 
I dare say, my brother Bachelors, were I to 
accompany you to some lone but not usually si-
lent dell, where you have been invoking the 
shades of a Demosthenes to draw near you from 
the depths of Avernus, it would be but to re-
visit scenes once familiar. 'Twould be but to 
see the same old oak that once gave back in re-
sponsive sympathy the eloquence that caused it 
to sway heavily as before a mighty wind, now 
to sigh, thrilled to its very heart by the fervid 
and tearful touches of the adolescent and exu-
berant Soph. What tales could these groves 
narrate were they endowed like the trees of 
Holy Writ with the powers of speech. How 
they'd tell of maiden efforts by raw recruits as 
they wooed the fickle goddess. How oft have 
they thrown their protecting arms and swayed 
their branches over the forms of those who dis-
cussed at their feet some new variety of the 
product of apis mellijica discovered lying loose-
ly about at some adjacent farm. How devoid 
of fancied sweetness the fruit of the vine when 
some stormy night, after wearytrndging over 
barb-wire fences, through swamp and wooded 
pathways, 'twas found that green squash and 
pumpkins \\ ere the sole result of all that toil-
some labor. 
These things, I dare say, and many more 
would be whispered by the rustling leaves. To 
your confreres in this society of a decade and a 
half ago thiR would of course be a recital of expe-
riences known ·to them only as they learned 
them from observing others than themselves. 
We belonged then, as yon doubtless do now, to 
a rather retiring and diffident class. We lived 
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at a time when little was known of these mys-
tic rights to the Bachelors. Such mysteries 
were unfolded but to the favored few. Our so-
ciety at that date might properly have been 
cbistened the Iowa State Agricultural College 
"Moses," because of its extreme meekness. 
It has doubtless maintained ever since the same 
distinguishing characteristic, or as doctors 
would put it, pathognomic symptom. 
The members of the Bachelor Society during 
the years 1872-74, being the period whereof 
your speaker has personal recollections, \\ ere_ for 
the most part also members of the class of '74, 
known far and wide as the class of the " Meek 
and Lowly." The chief observable trait of 
your brethren of that day was superlative de-
mureness. -They gathered not a little inspira-
tion and became polished by atirition as they 
came in contact with the members of the clas:,;-
es immediately above them. These were large-
ly members of our sister societies. I allude to 
these matters historic chiefly that you may feel 
proud of present attainment when you learn 
bow humble was the origin of the society to 
which you belong. 
The Crescents and Philos used to give ns 
many a sad wrench at the heartstrings as they 
would make manifest their socialistic tenden-
cies. Not a few of the members of the classes 
of '74 and '75, such as had the slightest procliv-
ity that way, came well nigh having an epidem-
ic of divergent sti-abismus in attempting to 
learn which one of the two fair laqies hanging 
upon either arm of one of the irrepressible 
knights of those societies might be his own. 
The social piracy of those days bas its coun-
terpart only in the times of Captain Kidd. But 
one notable exception now occurs to me in 
which a member of either of the classes of '72 
or '73 failed to sail safely through the sea. of 
'' specialism'' into tbat of matrimony; and the 
spirit of that one now stalks about restlessly 
and ill at ease. 
Of all the societies of this institution ours 
has been the only one which has consistently 
fostered the spirit of th~ grandeur of loneli-
r,ess. The Pbilos were first to maintain that 
the twain should be one, proclaiming their feal-
ty to the mixed society. The Crescents, in '73, I 
think, followed as a natural sequence t.o the so-
cial instinct which then dominated them so 
largely. I mistake, however, in asserting that 
ours has been the only one that has persistently 
maintained its position as a one-sex society, for 
our sisters, the fair Clios, deserve to be classed 
thus with us. But thus much of history must 
suffice. I would gladly dwell longer did the 
time permit to tell of the many incidents that 
happened within our own society hall. Many 
events occurred there which would afford mate-
rial out of which a thrilfing romance might be 
written. They are carefully treasured in our 
memories and will always be cherished, at least 
by the participants. 
Gentlemen of the Bachelors, those of you 
who are soon to be known as alumni of this in-
stitution, you are at the confines of a new 
world. You are soon to come to your com-
mencement exercises. Understand them as 
such and your future will be much more cer-
tain. 
As England's great premier bas so beautifully 
expressed it, " In the freshness of the early 
morning, one who views it can hardly help con-
sidering a little what will be the character of 
the coming day. Even so it is the destiny, not 
to say the duty and delight of youth, at least in 
select cases, to forecast, vaguely, perhaps, but 
fondly, the experiences of the developed life 
which is to follow." 
What life may have in store for each of you 
its experiences alone can unfold. Be not too 
confident on the one hand, nor too diffident on the 
other. The advice given by the sage, Polonius, 
perchance, may well serve you. I have no dis-
position to di'.spel the buoyant hopes of your 
life-ideals. They are about to be launched on a 
sboreless sea. Adverse winds may scatter, but 
bright skies will smile again and reunite them. 
Your college life hat! been ideal. 
Fancy free you have chased the beautiful 
creations you have here formed as the child 
chases the vanishing rainbow. In the world its 
stern exactions will require you to fill to the full 
its standard of qualifications for success in life. 
" Mens sana in sano corpore" is a mixim whose 
force is none the less to be felt because it may 
have been forgotten. 
You go hence from these walls, f assure you, 
well equipped to cope with difficulties both real 
and great. You go forth thrice armed and 
ready to display your strength and prowess in 
the forensic element of education because of 
your affilation and drill in one of the strong de-
bating societies of this institution. You go 
hence the product of many factors, multiplied-
and multiplying for your ultimate material 
prosperity. But you none the less forth from a 
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life ideal to a life actual. To this end planned 
the far-reaching foresight of the projectors and 
founders of these industrial colleges whose 
forceful motto is " Science with Practice." You 
are soon to share with us who have preceded 
you the responsibility of verifying the splendid 
conception that would blend these lives. 
We were a law unto ourselves then, maintain-
ing our autonomy as completely as though we 
were citizens of a foreign clime. We were in 
the world, but not of it. You are now all 
these. You come to the field of action almost 
as Minerva sprang from the brain of Jove, in 
full panoply. How easy seems the conquest. 
How eager you are each to be at the 
post of danger there to do your full measure 
of duty. Still let not these thoughts disturb or 
disquiet you. The same resistless spirit that 
led Sherman on to the sea; that gave wingl'l to 
Sheridan as he flew down the Shenandoah ; that 
led Hooker higher and yet higher and into the 
clouds themselves; that swept with matchless 
skill all the broken fetters to the tree at Appo-
mattox, may be yours. The same inspiration 
that caught aflame from the burning words of a 
Phillips, a Garrison, or a Lincoln till a conti-
nent glowed with the intensity of its patriotism, 
it is possible for you to feel. The same intrepid 
genius that led our uncrowned monarchs-mon-
archs of thought-to give their lives to their 
country as they toiled in a world of letters or 
invention you may know. 
The forurp, the professions, the trades, the 
farm all await your coming. All await to do 
you honor. But well-directed toil is the com-
mon pathway to them all. Emerson has said: · 
" We live in a new and exceptional age. Amer-
ica is but another name for opportunity. Our 
whole history appears like a last effort of Di-
vine Providence in behalf of the human race. 
'l'he Americans who, at a private banquet, re-
sponded to the toast' America,' were not incor-
rect in its boundary. One limited our nation 
on the north by the British possessions ; south 
by Mexico ; east by the Atlantic, and west by 
the Pacific ocean. 'rhe second responded: 'No, 
our land is bounded on the north by the North 
Pole ; on the south by the South Pole ; on the 
east by the rising and on the west by the set-
ting sun.' 'Both wrong,' exclaimed the third; 
'I bound our country on the north by the auro• 
ra borealis ; on the south hy the precession of 
the equinoxes ; on the east by primeval chaos, 
and on the west by the day of judgment.'" 
Thus much as to our dimension and past his-
tory. But what of our future? Watchman, 
tell us of the night; what its signs of promise 
are. Mighty times are up()n us. Many of us 
.are in the midst of them. Some look backward 
toward them. 
You, forward. 
Economic questions confront ns in .which the 
very weal or woe of our matchless institutions 
hang sometimes tremblingly in the balance. 
You are to have no small share in conserving 
them. Are you ready to discharge that sacred 
duty? There sit about us those who have borne 
the heat and burben of the day and have earn-
ed most faithfully the peace and quiet that be-
long to old age. Upon us who are now nearing 
the point where the declivity begins, and upon 
you who stand at the foot of the ascent, is the 
burden committed. Shall we discharge our 
duty to our posterity ,1s those who have preced-
ed us have discharged theirs ? Shall we be-
queath this priceless heritage, bequeathed us, 
with added lustre, to those who shall follow. 
Let ns remember, if these be the honest prompt-
ings of honest hearts, that-
Honor and sbame from no condition rise; 
Act well your pttrt, tbere all tbe honor lies. 
Let us uot emulate the example of him who, 
though the wisest of all men, yet died the most 
foolish, exclaiming, " Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity!" But rather let us follow in the foot-
steps of those whose lives were dedicated to 
the amelioration of the human race. Let us 
exclaim with St. Paul, as life shall near its 
close, " I have fought the good fight; I have 
kept the faith ; I have finished my course. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness." 
The theme I have sought thus briefly to fix 
in your mind I will now announce to you as I 
conclude. It is "Manliness." Be this your · 
purpose as you set your foot for the first time in 
the swirling streams of busy life. Make this 
the talisman that shall bring to life and action 
every motive that- is born within you. Blaze 
your way fearlessly toward this polar star set 
in the firmament that shall overarch your char-
acter; ancJ though to others the pathway may 
be dark, the horizon obscure and the future un-
certain, to you a horizon will appear at once 
broadened and widened, as to those permitted 
to dwell upon the hills; and to you it will be 
given to look level into the eyes of men emi-
nent for deeds of philanthropy and distinguish-
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ed throughout the world. These are the fruits 
of a life dedicated to unselfishness and human- . 
ity. These are the possibilities that lie before 
you. Dr. Horace Mann, in an address to the 
young. merchants and mechanics of Boston, 
bade them, as be closed, to imitate tlie example 
of the faithful Musselman who kneels to salute 
the rising sun. " Orient yourseh·es ! Look to 
the east !" he exclaimed. 
Better than that you can be charged. Look 
to the west, young men; Occident yourselves I 
Follow the guiding star of empire as it dips tow-
ard the setting sun, for there rise new opportuni-
ties within the easy reach of all. Orient yourselves 
that you may behoid the star that the wise men 
saw. Occident yourselves that you may feel 
stirring within you the newer and better im-
pulses that have given birth to the spirit that 
broods over the greatest of all centuries, and 
notes the growth and the grandeur of our own 
fair and mighty land. Do both, but forget not 
that-
God is God: no further do we know. 
Man was and is not; and yet the direful blow 
That drove from Eden, thongh it crushed the soul, 
Left noble fragments of one perfect whole. 
No single sunbeam lights the rising d11y. 
One thread of silver forms no Milky Way. 
But mingled millions melting into one 
Pour forth the galaxy ,md gild the Ann. 
So may we gather from the paths of life 
No thorns or thistles of its cursed strife; 
But here a gem, and there a glistening flower; 
Here grains of wisdom, there of truest power. 
Aye, gather always where we may or cnn 
These broken fragments of a Perfect Man. 
FINAL GOVERNMENT. 
BY J. E. GYDE. 
GOVERNMENT is an organization of men for the purpose of mutual protection 
against the rest of mankind. Some of 
these men are unquestionably good, others are 
undeniably bad; but in the good may be found 
streaks of bad, while the bad are invariably 
inter-larded with good. Could all the bad be 
cut from the good, and all the good separated 
from the bad, and the two elements poised upon 
the balances, there would be a superabundance 
of good for which iew are wont to give mankind 
credit. 
It is this bad in man that has made goyern-
ments necessary, it is the good that has made 
them possible ; for, were man wholly good, the 
individual would need no shield of government 
to protect him from those who would do him no 
harm ;' were he wholly bad, there would not be 
the good necessary to hold the bad together. 
It is the predominence of good that has caus-
ed civilization to advance in the past, and that 
is our hope for its advancement in the future ; 
for, had error guided the frail bark of humani-
ty, it could never have ridden upon a tide of 
civilization, but would have been carried reck-
lessly down stream to destruction. 
In the beginning each man governed himself, 
but early in the history of the race the individ-
uals united into offensive and defensive bodies. 
The evil in man was the cause of the organiza-
tion of the one ; the want of protection the 
cause of the organization of the other. The 
functions of the~e primitive societies were sim-
ple. They consisted of a dozen or half-dozen 
persons governed by a divinely appointed chief, 
by one of superior physical strength, or one en-
dowed with more natural cunning than the 
rest. Animal passion was the legislative pow-
er, selfishness the judicial, and brute force the 
executive. 
The law that good prevails in most contests, 
that solace of man's future, has wrought won-
derful changes in these primitive governments. 
Passion has yielded to sympathy, se1fislrness to 
benevolence, brute force to reason. The many 
simple governments have been amalgamated 
into a few, noted for their complexity, which is 
the characteri8tic of all good governmentB ; and 
complexity is the child of thought. 
A glimpse at the pages of the past tell us 
that governments have advanced in proportion 
as their framers have " mingled their thoughts 
with their labors;" that man's government is a 
mirror that reflects his intelligence. If we re-
treat from the advanced steps of American civ-
ilization back through the history of Europe to 
the vary cradle of nations, we shall see that the 
corner-stone of every government structure has 
been intelligence. 
Nations decay when their political form!' are 
not in harmony with the advanced ideas of their 
subjects ; and it is well that they should, for 
better governments spring from the mould of 
the old which is smot!1ered by the undergrowth 
of the new. 
Persia received her death _blo"'. from the 
strong arm of Alexander, but does any one 
doubt that Greek civilation was superior to the 
Persian civilization ; that Greek letters were 
preferable to Persian hieroglyphics ; that Greek 
reason has done more toward the advancement 
of mankind than Persian superstition ; that 
Greek learning produced more happiness than 
LITERARY. 5 
Persian ignorance ? Greece fell, and Rome 
arose. Rome, the lawgiver to all Europe, how 
great was its mi3sion ; how grand its achieve-
ments! 
That pupils attain greater scholarship than 
their instructors is the law of progress. Eng-
laml, the pupil of all the great teachers of Eu-
rope, stands to-day the prodigy of the Eastern 
Hemisphere. From Rome she learned many of 
her laws; Germany gave her the outlines of 
government, and the French kings taught her 
to respect her own rights. She has profited by 
their itstruction. To her improved Roman 
code she has added more and bettf\r laws. 'l'he 
old Teutonic Assembly of a handful of people 
scattered over a hill or through a valley, has 
grown into rhe mighty Parliament that admin-
isters laws to oue-sixth of the whole human 
family scattered over one-sixth of the entire 
world. 
In literatenre, in science, in iudnstry she 
has no pPer; but her government, has been 
weighed in the balance with that of a daughter 
and fmrnd wanting. America, the queen of 
governments, Htauds alone as her superior. But 
as a child from her bosom America must ac-
knowledge ii, England a learned instructor, un-
der whom she has secured her marvelous at-
tainments. Her constitution is but a proof-
.:heet of Magna Charta, her judiciary only a 
burnished queen's bench, her executive merely 
an elective kiug. 
Such is a glimpse of the growth of govern-
ment, in the past. What will be the condition 
of governments in the future? Will there be 
progression or retrogression ? ,v11iclt will pre-
domrnate, growth or decay ? Shall we repine 
with the pessimist or rejoice with the optimist? 
Shall we look into the gloom of the past and 
say darkness is better than light, that ignorance 
is superior to intelligence, that slavery is pref-
erable to liherty, that an Egyptian mummy is 
more beautiful than the Goddess of Liberty ? 
The loathsome pessimbt is out of tune with 
nature. Why should we believe the good in 
man's nature will not work in the future as in, 
the past? Why should thought, that forerun-
ner of all good governments, not be exercised 
in the next century as in the last ? Why shall 
not governments in the future learn from Amer-
ica as America learne.d from Engla11d, and as 
England learned from the rest of the world 
during ce1~uries and centmies of experience? 
To say America has reached the acme of good 
government is to distrust the records of the 
past, have no hope for the future, and contra-
dict nature itself ? Her future can be predicted 
with 110 more certainty than can be predicted 
the scattering o~ clouds by the bright sunshine. 
But that better government will exist in the 
future is as sure as we are sure that good pre-
domfnates over bad. 
Every nation has an ideal government far su-
perior to its real. Our government to-day was 
the ideal government of our forefathers. The 
ideal of to-day is to be the real of future genera-
tions, who will have an ideal unthought of by our 
most sagacious statesman. 
America's present ideal embodies all the good 
of the real and adds enough to it to form a 
government iu which justice is the executed 
law, in which honor is earned, not given, in 
which freedom exists in fact, not in name 
only. 
Could I Jive in the best government of a dis-
tant ceutury I should expect to be a citizen of 
a government ruled by reason rather than party 
prejudices. I should expect to find a govern-
ment in which the laws are supported irrespec-
tive of the party that passed them. I should 
11ot expect to find a Republican Senate voting 
~olid agaiJJst a fishery treaty the principle of 
wl1ich it had itself advocated eight months pre-
vious, merely because it was drawn up by a 
. commission appointed by a Democratic execu-
tive. Nor should I expect to find a Democratic 
party trying to defeat a sumptuary Jaw which a 
majority of the people declared to be right and 
just. I should expect to find Congressmen who 
have the same te11der regard for the laborer in 
the legislative halls as on the stump. I should 
not expect to find a syndicate owning half a 
state when it is evident that within a few years 
the roor laborer cau not get enough ground for 
a garden patch. I should hope to find in this 
country a judiciary that would inflict upon the 
millionaire, who steals half a billion under the 
disguise of trusts or corners, a punishment 
equal at least to that inflicted upon the beggar 
who steab what is necessary for bare existence. 
In short, I should expect to find legislators 
working for the people, not for office. 
Nor does this seem to be a visionary hope. It 
is only 196 years s:nce the simple Indian serv-
ant, Tituba, was whipped at the post until she 
confessed herself a witch, and the learned Cot-
ton Mather preached that witches were dange_r-
ous and ought to be put to death. It is only a 
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quarter of a century since the bay of the blood-
hound could be heard as it scented the blood of 
the torn limbs of the fugitive Rlave. Aud it is 
within the last decade that labor has made its 
just, formidable fight against the oppression of 
capital. 
Will America reach this ideal ? God alone 
knows. Man can conjecturl). But the attain-
ment of these ends is not discorda1Jt with her 
political forms. Her hope lies in her ~chools 
and churches, which must cultivate clear intel-
lects and sympathetic hearts. 
America's schuols and present state of gov-
ernment can not exist side by sine. Wrongs 
must be righted. Error will wither beneath the 
shining rays of intelligence. But whether the 
future government, realizing onr ideal, be on 
this hemisphere or the other, north or south of 
the equator, in this century, the next, or in ten 
centuries, we repeat, it is as sure to come as we 
are sure the good predominates over the·bad. 
But even the realization of our present ideal 
will not he final government. Pericles never 
dreampt of 60,000,000 of people taking part in 
one government. Marcus Cato never thought 
of a nation in which ernry child should be edu-
cated. John Adams distrusted au elective ex-
ecutive, and 1t is doubtful whether the Father 
of his Country contemplated Up!Jn the wrongs 
of slavery. 
Future generations, realizing our so-called 
perfect government, will have such ideas of 
government as have never entered the minds of 
our most profound thinkers. Each succeeding 
generation will have a government more nearly 
in accordauce with the dictates of men's co11-
science, and conscience iu turn will be quick-
ened by good government. 
A STUDY IN HAMLET. 
BY PHOF. A. C. BAJHIOWS. 
In unfolding the ch1wacter of H1tmlct, whRt use does 
Shakespeare make of the Queen, of Polonius, of Lnertes, 
of Horat10 and of Soliloquy? 
THE above question appeared in the final ex-amination in English Literature this year. 
Possibly some of the class may be glad to 
give a little more thought to the ye .. r's work ; 
possibly the incoming Juniors and the public at 
large may like a little indication of the matter, 
method and spirit of the course of study in Lit-
erature as it exists today. Hence I thankfully 
accept the courteous offer of space in THE A URO-
RA, and will use it first to answer the question 
and then to append a few remarks. 
With and by the Queen, Hamlet reveals his 
fine moral nature, his deep abhorrence of un-
holy intrigue, ambition, murder and conjugal 
i'1fi<lelity; his abomination of the soft temper 
which made his mother pliant to the will of his 
uncle, his disgust with the coarseness of fibre 
which made it poss1t,1e for her to transfer her 
affec~ions to him. But at the same time he 
shows to·Nards her a filial temper, just as true 
to his living mother as his dead father. 
With and by Polouim; he displays his keen 
mental insight, his disgust with the dull pro-
cesses of a miud that worked within the range of 
a Jong official life, and whose highest wisdom 
was a btmdle of aphorisms which were always 
being misapplied. Mixed with this iutellectual 
contempt is a natural human which he cmi not 
communicate eyen to so true aud responsive a 
friend as Horatio. These are reserved for Solil-
oquy. To Horatio he can tell his plans, recount 
bis dangers and escapes ; it is in his soliloquies 
that he recounts his weaknesses, pointing out 
aud lamenting the cause of his failnre to execnte 
his plan. 
The aLove would constitute an answer to the 
question, sufficiently full for ordinary purpose. 
Yet much more that is very interesting is at 
once suggested. 
1. Inasmuch as the Soliloquies furnish the 
key to the innermoi,t chambers of the character, 
the question Rtarts at once, why are they so 
abundant ? The truth seems to be that the 
number ai,d length as weJI as the surpassing 
richness and depth of the soliloquies of Hamlet 
belong properly to the character as a hesitater. 
Prompt actors do uot talk much to themselves. 
The fewer considerations one weighs the sooner 
he comes to a decision. The mightier are the 
motives oi policy, religion or reason set over 
against violent desire or awful duty, the more 
deeply the soul is stirred and the longer the 
waters will toss before their current sets might-
ily in any direction. Your confident and satis-
fied actor, who settles all the acts of his life 
with the ease with which a partizan determines 
his vote, is a little man, though he is apt to se-
cure the praise of the world whhh must judge 
from the ontward appearance. This truth 
seems to be all the more emphasized in the play 
by the contrast between Hamlet's rapid and un-
erring conclusions when he is forced 1J.> act upon 
the spur of the moment and the faintness that 
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sets in whenever he has time for refletion. In 
all such emergencies he makes but one error-
when he out-braves Laertes at Ophelia's burial. 
He afterwards confesses to Horatio that this 
was not done in intentional acting of madness. 
The fact seems to be that when he has no time 
to be more than half himself, execution fits cir-
cumstances rapidly and exactly ; but when the 
other half of him has time to come into play 
he is paralyzed, so that at last the king is slain 
not as a solemn and stately act of justice, but in 
sudden wrath upon a new crime. Such seems to be 
Shakespeare's statement of the mysterious prob-
lem of human life as it presents itself to a man 
who is great· enough to see it. To bring Ham-
let's deliberate couduct up to the sure resolution 
of his instantaneous decisions, you have only to 
take away his greatness. As a lion he leaps 
terribly, as a man he " is sicklied o'er with the 
pale cast of thought." 
2. Is it correct to say that Laertes is the foil, 
the contrast to Hamlet? Should not the whole 
Polonius family be so described ? Hamlet's 
profound btrt questioning philosophy is contrast-
ed with Polonius' assured wisdom, consisting 
entirely of the bundled maxims of experience, 
floatiug comfortably over life, utterly oblivious 
of the deeps below. Hamlet's irresolution is 
set. off by Laertes' energy in self-directed ac-
tion. Hamlet and Ophelia both love; each re-
pels the other-she in obedience to her living 
fathet·'s plain] command, he in forwarding a 
plot to fulfill a dead father's command. To de-
termi'ne~tl1is we must startJrom thll revelations 
made in the soliloquies, and thus we conclude 
that Laerties is the real opposite of Hamlet. 
Hence, with exquisite fitness, the poet repre-
sents Laertes as.being:at the same age as Ham-
let, haying some of .the same accomplishments. 
and provoked by the same motives. With 
. equal propriety to Polonius, who is to be con-
trmited as a thinker only, he assigns all the or-
dinary advantages for wisdom-university edu-
cation, experience in court, business training-
all ending in the production of a" tedious old 
fool." 
3. How comes it that Hamlet's rude and 
coarse treatment of Ophelia has not .cost him 
the esteem of men or women ? Is it not be-
cause he displays such lofty morality and un-
swerving filial truth in his intercourse with his 
mother? When Polonius bade Ophelia to re-
ject further advances from Hamlet, the spectre 
kin laid upon him a duty which seemed to 
crowd out all thought of marriage with her. 
She obeyed by denying access and returning his 
gifts ; he then saw in her only the daughter of 
Polonius, the man whose political hand had 
steered his uncle into the throne. She was weak; 
he could not trnst her with the secret of his feign-
ed madness. So he, in giving her up, mixed with 
his announcement of his separation wild insult 
to the very idea of love and marriage. It was 
cruel to both. But it was a combination of 
parting with craziness that was to be unmistak-
ably pretended. And it was very important that 
the way for Hamlet to satisfy Ophelia that he 
was indeed utterly beside himself was to be 
harsh and ungentle. Thus the poet, ever at 
heart a moralist, shows us the danger of at-
tempting to play an unreal part. But, even so, 
nothiug could win our regard for him after the 
scene with Ophelia, had we not elsewhere a 
a sight of his enthusiastic love of purity, his 
horror of falsehood and luxurious sin, and his 
unquenchable respect for woman as mother 
which either the presence or name of his mo-
ther always calls out. 
But enough; I will not run the term too far 
out into vacation. 
ICIENTIFIC. 
WOMEN IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 
WITH the new era in woman's education that has already dawned, the advocates 
of wider learning and more extended 
privileges for the weaker sex turn at once to 
medicine as one of the most suitable fields of 
employment. 
For us, just leaving our Alma Mater, that has 
lerl us through the charming paths of learning 
side by side with our brothers, it is hard to be-
lieve that a professional and non-professional 
public stand outside to be converted to our side 
of the question; and that in vain would _we ask 
many of them for co•operation in any movement 
that gave to woman-we will not say equal 
rights, but a chance to make for herself a place 
rn the professional world. 
There ~as for ages, and is yet to some extent, 
a Yery comfortable doctrine that " Whatever is, 
is right," in social organizations as well as prov-
idential dispem'lations. The absurdity of this 
doctrine is its only necessary refutation. What 
act, haliit or custom has not been held com-
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mendable and meritorious in one age and state 
of society, and at some other, evil and detesta-
ble? 
The day and age are nearly past when " pub-
lic opinion " will turn the balance against the 
eternal principles of right and wrong. The 
prejudices of custom are giving way before the 
steadily growing beliefa and convictions of hu-
man nature. Not ouly in Medicine, but in other 
industries women are holding positions that a 
a centm·y ago no one would have beeu so rash as 
to hint that they might occupy. The scorn and 
ridicule which greeted Elizabeth Blackwell when 
she made known her purpose to the world, were 
weak weapons when u~ed against the mighty 
armor of right, and uow all over the land are 
women honoring the professions they have 
chosen. 
But, as we have already said, a large part of 
the public is still unsympathetic. There are 
still sneers for the women who take up some 
work with the resolution to make the most of 
the talents tlley may have. It is of these wom-
en and their fitness for the profession of Medi-
cine that we wish to Hpeak. 
When in 1849 Elizabeth Blackwell asked ad-
mission to the College of Geneva, N. Y., and 
later took the degree 11f M. D., two co11ti11ents 
stood aghast. Her action was without prece-
dent. In tlie early ages, in some of the more 
advanced European civilizations, women had 
been allowed a very limited practice among their 
own sex. But centuries ago even this had died 
out, for never before had a woman dared enter 
the sacred precincts of a medical college, aud 
compete with the sterner sex, either in the ac-
quirement or use of knowledge. 
Two years after this historic event the Col-
lege of Clevelaud, Ohio, graduated her sister 
Emily, and the Doctors Blackwell soon beeame 
famous names in medi-cal circles. Opposition 
only strengthened theil" courage. Earne-,t, faith-
ful, womanly women, they worked steadily on 
in the cause of science, and did more for the 
advancement of their sex than all the modern 
woman suffragists that have yet trod the earth. 
'l'he example of such women could not help 
but attract followers. The vigorous nineteenth 
century civilization had already inspired its 
women with a.contempt for the fetters that bad 
bound them in helpless depend1mce for so long. 
Employment they must have, and the course of 
the Doctors Blackwell came like an inspiration. 
Two years after Miss Blackwell had received her 
diploma the College of Cleveland graduated a 
Polish lady, who became a successful pllysician. 
Other colleges admitted women, and from that 
time a constantly increasing number of Ameri-
can women have been engaged in the study and 
practice of Medicine. 
That the experiment would be successful 
could hard½' be doubted, for the fate of every 
movement depends upon its leaders. We do 
not claim that there have not been failures, but 
we venture this assertion, that of the five hun-
dred women engaged in the practice of Medi-
cine in the United States, the p-roportiun of 
wortl1less physicians is oue-balf less than among 
thoEC\ of the other sex. 
But out of this success grew a greater diffi-
culty. Nu soouer had Miss Blackwell aud her 
immediate followers demonstrated the fact that 
a woman could study Medicine, than a great 
cry aroRe for special schools for women. Such 
schools were immediately fo"unded. The facili-
ties for in~traction were limited, the instructors 
often incompetent, and the course usually about 
half as long as in the average medical college. 
No worse calamity could have befallen the 
cau;;e. It left the profession., as regards the 
better class of women, just where it was before. 
If they wished to become competent physicians 
they must seek admission to the men's colleges, 
while added to the opposition they had already 
been obliged to contend against was the fact 
that these inferior colleges had given a low 
standing to "women physicians." But even 
this proved in the end an advantage, for medi-
cal men, regarding the welfare of their science 
above the petty dictates of custom, added their 
sanction to the admission of women to their 
best schools. 
In considering thPse practical difficnlties be-
setting the paths of the women who wish t,! be-
come physicians, the question naturally arises, 
are t.he arguments well founded, or are they 
mere prejudices? The doubt as to woman's 
ability was long ago removed. Time and again 
have they proven themselves able to compete 
with men in any branch of learning. But with 
this beyond dispute, and the great benefit of a 
general education acknowledged, it is still said 
that the study of medicine would be detriment-
al to the refined moral nature possessed by most 
women. To this the re~y has been made: Can 
the serious study of any science be an injury to 
any one? ecpecially if i.t take the place of light 
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literature, so often indiscriminately read by 
women of leisure. 
It has been objected, too, that it would develop 
an unfemininP amount of self-reliance and 
firmness. But women.with nothing but their 
owl, efforts between them and dependence can 
scarcely afford to exercise the grace of helpless-
ness. Even those who might afford it accept 
rather the poet's idea of womanly grace : 
"The reason firm, the temperate will, 
Endurance, foresight, strength nnd skill." 
Will self-reliance make a woman less sympa--
tbetic, less gunerous? Will the courage ~and 
energy that grow out of independence be le~s 
pleasing thau the selfish vacillation that is bO 
often the result of helplessness? 
Nor would the medical profession be alonP in 
developing the qualities objected to. Admitting 
them to be objectionable, women must be ex-
cluded from all employment. The school room, 
the place behind the counter, even the wash-
tub will develop the same self-reliance and 
firmness. 
This same arg11ment will apply to the ques-
tion of physical strength. A physician need be 
no stronger than a nurse or a washer-woman. 
A large part of several years i,pent in our pub-
lic schools have convinced me that few occupa-
tions in which a woman might find employment 
would require more endurance than that of a 
tf>acher. Iudeed it seems that both the physical 
and mental strain upon a practicing physician 
is far less than that upon an instructor of either 
Rex. Why then Hhould a woman he denied the 
privilege of a medical education and practice if 
it be her choice? 
Tenderness, sympathy and patience are the 
characteristics of a true physician. Not skill 
in science alone, but the wisdom and love taught 
by the Divine Healer mark the hand that carries 
with it the greatest power for healing. Is not 
woman by nature fitted for this work? And 
can it be that the discipline of such a life would 
make her less womanly, less able to fill a 
woman's place in society? 
AN IOWA SAW-FLY. 
BY F. W. MALLY. 
OF THE Iowa saw-fies three species have thus far proven to be somewhat more in-
teresting than the rest. They are the 
cherry saw-fly (Eriocampa cerasi, Peck), the 
rose saw-fly ( Monostegia rosm, Harris), and an-
other ( Caliroa obsoleta, Norton), which may yet 
prove to be only a variety of E. cerasi, Pk. I 
will speak of their interest in but one respect. 
Norton (Trans. Am. Ent., Doc. I., 1876, pages 
254 and 256) includes them all in the one genus, 
Selaudria. In Cresson's Synopsis of North 
American Hymenoptera they are placed in sep-
arate genera, on th.i basis of the number of 
middle cells in the posterior wings, towit: Cali-
roa, none; Monostegia, one; Eriocampa, two. 
Here, however, a difficulty arises. Of the six 
specimens labeled E. cerasi, Pk., all agreed per-
fectly with the specific description given by 
Norton in the paper referred to above; but two 
specimens had but one middle cell each in each 
posterior wing, without the least trace of a 
second dividing nervure; two had two perfect 
middle cellH each in one of the posterior wings, 
and but one in the others as before; the fifth 
had two middle cells in both posterior wings, 
but in one the second dividing nervure was al-
most obsolete; the ~ixth had no middle cells 
and 110 traces of dividing nervures. Specimens 
of Monostegict rosm, Harris, were obtained for 
comparison with those specimens of E. cerasi, 
Pk., which had but one middle cell in each pos-
terior wiug. They differed essentially, thus 
leaving no doubt as to the former being E. ce-
rasi, Pk. . 
From these facts it will be seen that, follow-
ing the synopsis of the genera alone, one is ju-it 
as liable to place (generically) E. cerasi, Pk., 
in Caliroa or Monostegia as to put, it in its proper 
place. Further study of these species is requir-
ed in order that the basis of their classification 
may be founded on more constant characters, 
and therefore be much more certain and satis-
factory. 
Have you a few hours' or a days' spare time 
eccasionally that you would like to turn into 
money? If so, then write quickly to B. F. 
Jolrnson & Co., of Richmond, -Va., and they 
will give you information that will prove to be 
money in your pocket. 
Dr. Welch's "Psychology for Teachers and 
Students of the Human Mind" will be pub-
lished about the 1st of December. The book 
will contain about three hundred pages, in splen-
did type and binding. The readers of THE 
AURORA will certainly avail themselves of the 
first opportunity to procure a volume. 
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icDITORIJIL. 
THE mistakes in our last issue were made by the compositor and proof reader. Not 
by the editor. 
* * * As Mr. Richards had to leave before the close 
of the term, Mr. Thompson did the work for the 
Local, Personal and Alumni department this 
month. 
* * * A few of our advertisers claimed that they re-
ceived no patronage from the studeuts this yeur 
and so would not advertise with us in the fu-
ture. All students who are helping in tl1e sup-
port of this paper should bear this in mind, for 
there are many times when they could ju~t as 
well patronize their advertisers as not, aud by so 
doing help THE AUIWRA considerably. We 
were afraid for awhile after the_racket, when so 
many of our subscribers left us, that we were 
not going to make both ends meet but we are 
happy to say we end up the year about square. 
* * * Since our last issue a _petition signed by a 
number of students, for permission to establish 
a" fraternity," has been presented to the fac-
ulty. While we are glad to observe that the pe-
titioning parties have gone to work in a square 
and above-board manner to obtain their eud, 
yet we think that such a fraternity is altogether 
uunecessary, to say the least. What do we want 
of a fraternity? We are a fraternity already, 
a11d not a brotherhood of teu or twelye to the 
exclusion of others. We hope that these gentle-
men who wish to emulate the clam will open 
their shells far enough to take in the fact that 
the fraternity that now exists is of infinitely 
more consequence au<l value thau any Greek 
letter chapter could be.-The News l,etter. 
'l'hat is the way to talk about the matter. By 
all means keep them out of your college for you 
have 110 control or them when they are once 
Rtarted. They are a benttit to no one, not even 
their own member~, for they cultivate a se!fitih 
spirit that does infiuitely more harm to tl1e 
member then it benefits him. Aud they are a 
constaut source 0f trouble to the irnititutiou. 
To this the I. A. C. can testify from ~ad experi-
ence. 
* * * 
Commencement exercises this year were about 
the same as usual, the principle difference be-
tweeu the last and those of former years was the 
absence of class day exercises. All other exer-
cises were good and passed off smoothely, 
with apparent good feeling everywhere. Of 
course tlrn question was often asked, what's the 
matter with class day? The usual answers 
were, Oh, it's a class racket or, a racket over 
fraternity matters. The~e answers in a manner 
cover the whole question. The next question 
then was, Who was to blame ? Here we find 
considerable difference of opinion, so we will 
give the facts in the case and let the reader 
judge for himself. The class was very nearly 
equally divided into Fraternity members and 
non-Fraternity members or "Frats and Auti-
Frats." After the "riot " last spring the Anti-
Seniors, like all other peace loving students, 
signed the petition that was presented to the 
Trustees, asking that measures be taken to quiet 
the disturbance in the college. This seemed to 
arouse the ire of the Frat. Seniors and they call-
ed a class meeting, at an unusual hour near the 
clo.:1e of the term, after part of the Antis had 
gone home. They there proceeded to the elec-
tion of class day speakers. The elections made 
were those of the Antis, who were particularly 
unfitted for the places to which they were elect-
ed. For example, a genuine " hayseed " for 
class poet, a Vet. who knew nothing of oratory 
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or liternture as class orator and so on through 
the whole program. Those who were thus elect-
ed talked the matter over and concluded it was 
intended as a burlesque and an insult. They 
talked of resigning but on counting up found 
that the necessary quorum was not present, 
therefore they were not legally elec_ted in the 
first place. Such a proceeding was unnecessary. 
TIiey concluded not to resent the insult, but 
simply have nothing to do with the leaders in 
the scheme or with class matters in general, 
further than was absolutely necesRary. This 
plan they carried out and as a consequence there 
were no class day exercises. There is no plaus-
ible excuse for this action of the Frats. There 
were plenty among the Antis who were capable 
of doing credit to themselves and to the class if 
they had been properly arranged on the pro-
gram. It seems almost incredible that seeming-
ly good, sensilile ladies and gentleman should be 
guilty of such conduct toward their class mates 
who had never injured them in the least and 
with whom they had labored for nearly four 
yflars. The only explanation we could give for 
it was that it was an outcropping of the selfish 
spirit which comes from the long fostering in 
the" G,iod, Grand, Glorious Fraternities." 
At the last meeting of the Board the com-
mittee which was appointed for the purpose 
prvmptly began their investigation of the trouble 
and causes for the petition, and after thoroughly 
looking over both sidP.s they reported that there 
were justgrouuLls for complaint and recommend-
ed that the Board pass resolutions prohibiting 
the giving of any special privileges to Frat1m1i-
ties. So far as we were able to learn, the Board 
were unanimously in favor of the adoption of 
such measure~. We were promised a repo1·t of 
the matter and a copy of the resohttions for this 
issue of THE AURORA, but for some unaccount-
able re,ison have not received them yet. Bnt 
we can assure our all readers that something 
definite has been ot· will be done in the matter 
to retrieve or aid the students in retrieving 
themselves. We are well satisfied with the re-
port of the committee. The taking of all spec-
ial privileges from the Fraternities, such as use 
of rooms, evenings for meetings, etc., will cripple 
them so that if the students are careful and ad-
minister without stint the same treatment they 
gave during the fall term this year, it will be 
but a short time until the I. A. C. will be rid of 
this, th;) greatest pest of all college life. 
EXCHANGE NOTES. 
FRATERNITIES are;1irohibited by Prince-ton, Oberlin,~Monmouth and .. Georgetown 
Universities. 
The Simpserian contains the largest amount 
of local matter we ever saw in a' college paper. 
But sends several extra pages. Better blow up 
the printers, hadn't yon? 
The Lawrentian is complaining because they 
cannot have a new ladie;i hall. That seems to 
be a common complaint among cofleges, even the 
I. A. C. talks that way somtimes. 
One of our new exchanges is the Central Col-
legian from Fayette, Mo. It is an old paper 
but t>ur attention had not beeg called to it be-
fore. The last issue co11tai'i1% seme splendid 
liJ.eryary articles. · 
The I. S. U. boys must like to "scrap." Al-
most every is~ue of the Vidette Reporter makes 
mention of some sort of•• scrap." I. A. C. boys 
do not like such lrnsiness and usually put their 
time in on their books instead of trying to get 
up a '·scrap" with some of the other classes. 
Sf'veral of our exchauges from the II est, as 
the Yankton Student and the Bellevue College 
Star are al ways complaining, or perhaps we need 
1wt sayjcomplaining, but at least giving us to 
understand that their colleges have a hard time 
to keep in existence. We see nothing of this in 
the eastern papers. 
We are happy to say that there has been a 
new department created hi TrrE AURORA and 
henceforth there will be a special editor for this 
department aud we expect to see it as full and 
interesting as any of the departments. As it 
has been in the past the Editor-in-chief had 
charge of it and it was usually neglected. We 
have many valuable exchdnges and it takes more 
time to look them over carefully than the editor 
has to spare. We will only mention a few this 
mouth. 
lOCAL. 
COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE IOWA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 14, 1888. 
FOLLOWING is the List of Graduates, with Courses of Study and Topics of Theses 
. · and Orations : 
I. THE COURSE IN SCCENCES RELATED TO THE 
INDUSTRIES. 
J. B. Allen, . Pottawattamie County 
Conservatism 
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Charles L. Bartholomew, 
The North and the South. 
Lnca~ County William N. Gladson, Adams County 
Scott Bradford, 
Science and Poetry. 
Aufin Brandvig, 
Compnleory EducatL1n. 
Fred L. Dobbin, 
The Highway of Civilization. 
Karl H. Granger, 
The Utility of Floral Beauty. 
Story Conuty 
Story County 
Marshall County 
Story County 
The Electric Motor and Electric Transmission of 
Energy. 
William E. Warwick, Taylor County 
The Shunt Dynamo. 
V. THE COU!tSE fN CIVIL ENGINEERING. 
Clarence Baker, Polk County 
Design of a Pratt Truss Bridge. 
Charles A. Finnigan, Poweshiek County 
Street Pavements. 
James E. Gyde, 
Final Government. 
JoneH County Grant Flora, 
Railway l.ocation. 
Marshall County 
Charles \V. Hunt, 
Self-Government. 
George L. Meissner, 
Harrison County 
Hamilton County 
Science and lnventidh as Civilizing Forces. 
Edward A. Sht1afe, Wapello County 
War and Industry as Factors of Government. 
Bernice J. Shelden, Story County 
Mathematics the Great Factor in th~ Prog-ress of 
Science 
Elbert B. Skinner, 
A World Without Science. 
Nathaniel Spencer, 
War a Necessity to Civilization. 
Mitchell County 
Hardin County 
Clarence E. Tallman, Keokuk County 
The Harmony of Interests. 
Will L. Thompson, Polk County 
~'he Influence of Specializing Labor. 
Lucien C. Tilden, .Story County 
A Paradox. 
Will II. Wright, Story County 
Count 'J'olstoi. 
Sherman Yates, Cedar County 
Two Thinl{s Holy. 
1[. 'l'HE LADIES' COUR~E IN LITERATuriE AND 
SCIENm:. 
Ethel Bartholomew. . Lucas County 
The Testimony of Architecture to Natiorrnl Char• 
actn. 
Ella Henderson, Jones Couuty 
Speeeh the Instrument of Soci>,I Advancement. 
Laura R. Moulton, Page County 
'l'he Lower Education of Woman. 
Lizzie McCuskey, Shelby County 
Women in the Medical Profession. 
Nannie E. Waugh, Delaware County 
Glittering Generalities. 
Julia A. Wentch, . Tama County 
The Ascen<ling Series of Objects of Worship 
Florence E. Wetherby. . Shelby County 
'l'he Cnlmination of the Drama. 
III. 'l'HE COURSE IN AGRICULTURE. 
John G. Abraham, 
Diseases Producing Rusts. 
Fred L. Lightner, 
Blight of Fruit Trees. 
Henry County 
Poweshiek County 
IV. THE COURSE IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING. 
James G. Davidson, . Jones County 
Report of nn Actual Boiler Test. 
vr. THK COURSE [" VETERINARY SCIENCE. 
Fred W. Ainsworth, 
Glanders 1111d Farcy. 
George L. Buffington, 
Fayette County 
Henry County 
Inflammation ttnd Its Termiuations. 
Ro~coe C. Sayers, Kossuth County 
The Germ Theory of Disease. 
Emerson K. Paine, Polk County 
Chronic Interstitial Nephritis. 
PROGRAMM~J. 
College Chapel, 10:30 A. M. 
Prayer. 
Music-0, Come All Ye Faithful, . . Arr. by Novello 
CnllPge Choir. 
Diseases Producing Rusts, 
John G. Abraham, Mt. Pleasant 
Design of a Pratt Truss Bridge, 
Clarence Baker, Des MoinPs 
Music-Quartnte. Bri<lal of the Birds, . . . ltich>trds 
Misses Johnson, Waugh, Barrows Pn<l Nichols. 
'.rwo Things Holy, . . . . . Sherman Yates, Tipton 
finHl Government, . . . . . . James E. Gyde, Olin 
'l'he Ascending Series of Objects of Worship, 
• Julia A. Wentch, Traer 
Music-Soft O'er the F,mntuin, . . . Arr. by Herbert 
I. A. C. Glee Club. 
War and Industry us F»ctors of GnvernmPnt, 
Edward A. Sheafe, Highland Center 
Glanders and Farcy .. Fred W. Ainsworth, Brush ,:reek 
Music-Trio, The Dist,rnt Chimes, . . . . . Glover 
Misses Johnson, Eld,·n and Herrick. 
War a Necessity to Civilizution, Nathaniel Spencer, Alden 
A Paradox, . . . . . . . Lucian C. Tilden, Ames 
'l'he Shunt Dynamo, . . . William E. Warwick, Holt 
Mnsic--Qnartette, '!'he Triton, . . . . . . Molloy 
Ladies' Quartette. 
Address to the Junior Class, by the President of the 
Board of Trustees. 
Response for the Class, . . . . . . Ily J. A. Shelton 
Degrees Conferred. 
Ilene diction. 
BRIC-A-BRAC. 
HURRAH for Harrison! Grandpa's clothes just fit Bennie. 
Thirty-seven additional Alumni and 
forty new Seniors. 
Hon. Sam Clark of Keokuk delivered the ad-
dress before the Board of Trustees. 
Messrs. Baker, Brandvig, Dobbin, Christie, 
Day, Finnigan, Platt, Hammer, Tallman, 
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Thompson and Yates went home to exercise 
their right of suffrage. 
Prof. Budd has moved to Ames and will occn-
cnpy his property there this winter as usual. 
Pres. Chamberlain gave his usual ieception to 
the Senior Class on Monday eveuing, Nov. 12. 
Mr. C. G. Stookey took '1irst honors in the de-
clamatory contest of the Welch Eclectic society. 
An unusually large number of friends of the 
graduating class were present at Commence-
ment this year. 
Grant Flora was called home on account of 
the death of his mother and was not present at 
Commencement. 
Prof. Miller and Mrs. Enlow of the Bonne 
schools brought their Senior and Junior classes 
down class day and were disappointed. 
Rev. Scarrot of Marshaltown preached a live 
sermon at the college Sunday, Nov. 11th. Also 
spoke to the Christian Association in the even-
ing. 
A1,fin Brandvig visited Des Moines in the in-
interest of THE AUR0HA, and to hear tile re-
puhlica1iism dispeused by Sen:;it,or Allison and 
Hon. Juo. A. Kasson. 
Prof. Barrows recently entertaiued his Eug-
lish Literature claKS at his home. where a yery 
pleasant evening was enjoyed. His Latin class 
enjoyed a similar entertainmeut a few evenings 
before. 
The bea11tiful prize that was offered to thf' 
best marksman i11 the battallion was won by B. 
N. Moss of Mithell county. It was valued at 
thirty doliars. Mr. MosR also took first prize 
for excellence in drill in his company. 
Rev. Ida C. Hulton of Des Moines preached 
an excellent sermon at the college a few weeks 
since. We notice when such ministers as Pres. 
Gates, Rev. Hulton and Dr. Welch occupy the 
college pulpit, chapel absences anc, few. Let us 
have more such sermons as theirs and less com-
pul&ory chapel attendance. 
Hallowe'en was celebrated in style at the 
college. The mechanical building was convert-
ed into an amphitheatre. The chimneys were 
decorated with the bus wheels and other objects 
too numerous to mention. The Sophs(?) decor-
ated the new fence with life size portraits in 
green paint, while the gentle roar of a sham 
battle on the Freshman floor deepened the slum-
bers of the gentle " proc." 
The State Register, Sunday, Nov. 19, pul.9-
lished ·the statement that Mr. W. H. Wright 
had been awarded first honors in the Home Or-
atorical Contest, and would represE>nt the col-
lege in the State Contest, to be held nextFehru-
ary. The statement is incorrect. Mr. C. G. 
Stookey was awarded first honors and Mr. W. 
II. Wright second. Mr. Stookey will represent 
the college at the State Contest. 
The following is the program of the Home 
Contest: 
Jnvomttion. 
Music. 
u The Logic of Libernlism," 
~\ Russin And Nihilism," . . . 
H 'l1be Eventful Moment," 
. • . C. G. Stookey 
W. H. Wright 
Rosalia Thurleman 
Music. 
"A Struggle for Supremucy," . J. A. Shelton 
'Au lllhcritancc," . . . . . . Belle NewPIJ 
Music. 
1 Mrs. A. S. WPlch, . . . . . . . . Ames Juilges: PrPs. W. M. RPurdshear. . Western College 
Re,·. H. W, Wilson, ....... Ames 
The Home Oratorical contest was held in the 
chapel Nov. 3d, for the purpose of selecting a 
speaker to represent the college in the state con-
test, which is to be held next February. First 
honors were awarded to Mr. C. G. Stookey of 
Cedar Rapid,;, and second to Mr. W. II. Wright 
of Osage. Mr. Stookey's oration, the subject of 
of which is '· The Logic of Liberalism," is gen-
erally conceeded by those who hea1'd it, to be 
the fine~t oration ever delivered from the col-
lege rostrum Mr. Stookey is a gentleman of 
temperate habits aud it is believed that he will 
represent the college in a creditable manner. 
Mr. .J. .A. Shelton, who was awarded third 
place, will accompany Mr. Stookey. 
The most interesting program of the season 
was that of the graduating exercises of the Lit-
erary Societies. Following is a copy of the 
program: 
In voc~tion. 
Music-Alpine Soni!", . . . . . . . Kimbal 
· Lincoloette Mott. 
Address-Lydia <Jollier, . . . . . . Cliolinn 
Address-Carrie L. Chupmnn, . , . . Crescent 
Music-.,pring llreeting, . . . . . . Philipp 
Misses Johnson, Waugh, Barrows, and Nichols. 
A<ldress-0. U. Chutburn, . , . . . Philomathean 
Address-C. s. ChHSe, . . . . . . . . B whelor 
Music-SW'allow, Happy Swallow, . . . . . Kunkle 
Misses Elden and Smith. 
Presentation of Diplomns by Bnchelors. 
Response. . . . . . . . . . . . N. C. Spencer 
Presentation ,,f Diplomas by Philomntheans. 
Response, . . . . . . . . . . Ella Henderson 
Music-So the Story Goes, . . . . . . . H<"rbert 
I. A. U. Glee Club. 
Presentation of Diplomas by Crescents. 
Response, . . . . . . . . . . . W. H. Wril!'ht 
Prespntation of Diplomas by Cliolians. 
Response, . . , . . . . . . . . Laura Moulton 
H LOCAL. 
PERSONAL. 
ORATOR STOOKEY left before tlie end of the term to beg"in teaching. 
Miss Shelden spent Sunday at the college. 
John Herman came down to attend class day 
exercises-which were not. 
Miss Maggie Thompson visited her brother 
and friends a few days. 
P. W. Coe is attending Ru,,!J Medical College. 
Miss Edna Wade visited the College Com-
mencement week. 
Mr. Li~htner, of La., spent a few days with 
his son Fred. 
Miss Emma Sehultz visited her many friends 
here during C,Hnmeucemeut week. 
F. L. Stanley has passed an examination be-
fore the State Medical Board and is now prac-
ticing medicine in Ringgold conuty. 
Sherman Yates was elected principal of the 
Chariton schools, but on account of illness was 
unable to accept the position. 
Capt. Spear, of the experiment station, went 
home to vote and remained a few days. 
Mr. Starr's sister visited him recently. 
Chas. Stearns was called away before the 
close of the term on account of i:;iclrness at 
home. 
Frank Locke made a short visit to the College 
recently. He was on l1is way to McPherso11, 
Kan., where he will engage in the practice of 
law. 
Allen, David,011, Gladso11 and Yates imported 
their !Jest girls for '· Baccalaurate trot" and to 
see them graduate. 
Mark L. Johnson atten«ied the graduating 
exercises of l11s class. Mark is a flourishiug 
clothier and furnisher in Colfax, Iowa. 
Helen Kepner will spend the winter with lier 
people in Chicago. She will not relurn in the 
spring. 
E. L. ,Johm,ou, once a member of class '88, is 
taking a medical course in Des Moines. 
Clem. Kimble is at present forema11 in a draft-
ing room in Chicago, at a salary of $2,000 a year. 
He will return next year and graduate with his 
class. 
Fred and Lizzie School attended Commence-
ment. 
ALUMNI NOTES. 
'88 Prof. Scott Bradford ~f Si~ux Rapids came 
, down to graduate with his class. 
'88. J. E. Gvde has been elected Pr,Jfessor of 
Mathematics it~ Whittier College, Salem, Ia. 
'88. Lizzie McCuskey will teach near State 
Center this winter. 
'88. H. C. Sayers, D. V. M., Fairfield, Iowa. 
'88. J. G. Auraham will spend the winter 
feeding cattle on hi~ father's farm near Mt. 
Pleasant. 
'88. C. A. Finnigan will cle~·k in his father's 
store during the winter. 
'88. Clarance Baker has contracted with the 
Cliuton Bridge Co. and is now at work on the 
Milwaukee rnad, near Maxwell, Iowa. 
'88. Fre,l Lightner will remain in the horti-
cultural departmeut at the eollege ~iext year and 
tlien engage in the fruit growing business in 
Louisiana. 
'88. E. B. Skiirner will accompany his parents 
to Wasl1i11gto11 Territory, where they will make 
their home in the future. 
'88. Nannie Waugh will spend the wiuter at 
her home in Manchester, la. 
'88. 13. J. Shelden will spend the winter in 
changing his politics and applying for the Ames 
postotfice. • 
'88. E. A. Sheafe will teach uear Ottumwa 
until next fall, when he coutemplates takiug a 
course at Rush .l\,kdical College, Chicago. 
'88. J. Il. Allen will begin the study of law 
in Minneapolis, Minn. W. H. Wright and C. 
L. Bartholomew will engage in newspaper work 
at the same place. 
'88. Laura Moulton will teach in western 
Iowa. 
'88. W. E. Warwick will spend the winter 
in Oshkosh, Wis. 
'87. Miss Olive Wilson sends TnE Au1wuA 
a ye,.r's subscription from Harper, la. 
'87. C. F. Curtis visited the college recently. 
'87. W. 11. Frater is seriously afflicted with 
llmg trouble. He is receiving treatment at 
Davenport, Iowa. · 
'72. J. K. Macomber was elected County At-
torney of Polk Co. at the recent ele-1tion. 
J. K. MACOMBER, M, E. GLIDDEN. 
MACOMBEft & GLIO0EN, 
A ttorne, sand Counselors at Law, 
211 Fourth Stre0t Des Moines, 
(Opposite Valley Nat'!' Bank.) Iowa. 
'82. Supt. C. F. Saylor will read a paper be-
fore the State Teachers' Association on ~he su1,-
ject, " How to Fa,miliarize the People with Ac-
tual School Work." 
'87. Miss Emma Casy was recently called 
upon to mourn the death of her mother ... 
'87. Dr.- F. H. Graves was a re<'ent visitor at 
the Colleire. Frank is located at the Cor. of E. 
5th and Court Avenue, Des Moines .. 
'88. E. K. Paine has temporarily locate<l 
with Dr. A. B. Morse of Des Moines. 
